[image: image1.jpg]


Faith Alone
October 7, 2012
People say: “There’s no such thing as a free lunch.” Someone has to pay the bill. Do we have to pay God, also? How many prayers and sacrifices does it take to pay off the bad things we have done? How many good works does it take to earn the right to enter heaven? In fact, our debt with God is so great, we can’t ever pay it off. However, Jesus on the cross paid our debt for us. He suffered the penalty for our wrongdoing; and he rose from the dead to give us a clean slate and a new life. We Lutherans know that it is only through faith in Jesus – not through our own efforts to pay – that we are right with God.
Opening Hymn: Crown Him with Many Crowns (LSB 525)
Invocation
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.
L:
We give thanks to the Father for his wonderful works!

C:
God created us purely out of love.

L:
We give thanks to Jesus, because he died and rose for us!

C:
God saved us purely out of love.

L:
We give thanks to the Holy Spirit for helping us each day!

C:
God guides us purely out of love.

L:
Let us praise the Lord for what he has done for us!

C:
We give him thanks and praise for his love!
Confession
L:
We live each day in the middle of a spiritual battle. Temptations surround us. Doubts threaten our faith. Our enemy, Satan, wants to discourage us and distract us from God’s ways. All too often we stumble and fall, and do or say or think what is wrong. We sin against God or against other people. For this reason, whenever we draw close to God to worship him, we first need to ask his forgiveness and his help to do better.
Personal Prayer of Confession: We take a few moments to reflect and to pray to the Lord in silence.

Collective Prayer of Confession: (All) Lord God, we acknowledge before you that we have not been what you want us to be. We want to follow you but all too often we fail. We don’t love you first and foremost. We often don’t love our neighbors as we ought. You give us your Word and prayer, but we are often lazy about such things. Lord, forgive us. Cleanse us from our sin, our disobedience, for Jesus’ sake. We trust in you and in your promise. In the name of Jesus, our Savior. Amen.

Song of Repentance (Just As I Am, LSB 570, v. 1 and 5)
Just as I am, without one plea,

But that thy blood was shed for me

And that thou bidd’st me come to thee,

Oh Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, thou wilt receive,

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve,

Because thy promise I believe,

Oh Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Promise of Forgiveness

All:
The righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. (Romans 3:22-25)
Leader: Based on the Word of God, I announce to you who trust in Jesus as your Savior, that your sins, your moral failings, have all been forgiven, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen! Since we have been freely forgiven, now we worship the Lord and with his help do better.
Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy – LSB 152)

L:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

L:
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

L:
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

L:
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

L:
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C:
Amen.
Hymn: Amazing Grace (LSB 744)

Readings from the Bible
Old Testament
Habakkuk 1:1-4 and 2:1-4 
(On Judgment Day, the just will live because of their faith.)


The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received. 2 How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but you do not save? 3 Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds. 4 Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted.


I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.

2 Then the Lord replied: “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets
so that a herald may run with it. 3 For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come
and will not delay. 4 “See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires are not upright—
but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness.
New Testament
Hebrews 11:1-16
(The great heroes of the Bible were approved by God because of their faith.)


Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.

4 By faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith he was commended as righteous, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks, even though he is dead.

5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: “He could not be found, because God had taken him away.” For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in keeping with faith.

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.
Holy Gospel
Luke 18:9-14
(God’s forgiveness is given only to those who repent and have faith.)


To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’
13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”
Hymn: By Grace I’m Saved (LSB 566)
If you don’t know this hymn, then sing Rock of Ages, LSB 761)
Sermon
Hymn: I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus (LSB 729)
A Response of Faith: the Apostle’s Creed
Together we declare what we believe, using the ancient words of the Creed:

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
A Response of Faith: the Offering

If you are visiting today for the first time, you are our guest, and you do not need to give an offering unless the Lord lays that on your heart. For those who are members or faithful friends of the congregation, our offerings sustain the mission and ministry of Faith Lutheran Church. Our offerings are a significant part of our worship, a response of love to God who has given us so much.

The Bible says this: “Each person should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:7-8)

A Response of Faith: Prayer of Dedication
All:
Lord, these offerings are just a small part of what you have given us. Bless these resources for the mission of your Church, and help us to use everything you have given us in faith and love, according to your will. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

A Response of Faith: Prayers of the Congregation
L:
Almighty God, we thank you for all the things you have done for us. We have done nothing to deserve your goodness. Nevertheless, you have given us your love. You have provided food, clothing, shelter, and so many other things. And most of all, you have given us forgiveness and the promise of eternal life through Jesus Christ. Thank you for all of your blessings! Lord, in your mercy.
C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Lord, you are our King, and you are the rightful ruler over all the world. Watch over our nation. Protect us, that we may live securely in peace and may have freedom to proclaim your message of salvation. Guide the president and everyone in authority so that they may know your will and put it into practice. Watch over our soldiers and police and all who risk their lives in service. Halt injustice and oppression and bring to repentance those who stray from your ways. Lord, in your mercy.

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Heavenly Father, extend your mercy to all the people of the world who do not have hope in Jesus Christ. Touch their hearts and turn them to you. Raise up faithful pastors and missionaries and teachers and leaders in your church, and use them to equip all of us to share the message of salvation with everyone around us. Lord, in your mercy.

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Lord Jesus, you are the great Physician of body and soul. We ask you to hear our prayers for those who are ill, especially ____________. Comfort them, Lord, and restore them to health according to your will, so that they may praise your name and serve you with all their strength. Lord, in your mercy.

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Lord God, we lift up to you all those who are in trouble, or who are lonely, or who have problems at home or at work or in any other place, or who are hungry or without work or need help. We know that you love us and you ask us to place all our needs in your hands. Help us to trust in you and lead us to the solutions and the help that we need. Lord, in your mercy,
C:
Hear our prayer.

Other prayers may be added. Particularly, if there is a special occasion:

L:
Lord God, we thank you for our friends and family, and for the love they bring to our lives. Bless _______________ on their anniversary, and bless _____________ on his/her birthday. Thank you for bringing them through another year. Be with them as they celebrate, and continue to protect them and guide them in the years ahead. Lord, in your mercy,

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Heavenly Father, thank you for the life of this newborn child, _________. Help us to show your love to him/her. Let him/her grow up trusting in you and following you with all his/her heart. Protect him/her and guide him/her throughout his/her time on this earth. Lord, in your mercy.

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Lord God, we trust in you alone. Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake.

C:
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Prayer
All:
Heavenly Father, I give you thanks and praise because you have strengthened my faith and because you have forgiven me through Jesus Christ your Son. Help me now to live a life worthy of you, founded on your Word and full of your love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Blessing
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all.
Congregation: Amen.

Final Hymn: Oh For a Thousand Tongues to Sing (LSB 528)
Alternatively, you could sing: “A Mighty Fortress” (LSB  656 or 657)

Other possible hymns: 

LSB 563  Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness

LSB 571  God Loved the World

LSB 702  My Faith Looks Up to Thee

LSB 527  Oh Savior, Precious Savior

Other possible Bible readings on the theme of “faith alone”:

Genesis 15:1-6 (Abraham believed God’s promise)
Romans 3:21-28  (God frees us from our guilt through faith in Jesus)

Lucas 17:5-10 (Jesus encourages us to have faith even the size of a mustard seed)

Matthew 18:13-18 (Peter confesses his faith in Jesus)

John 20:24-31 (Blessed are those who do not see, yet believe)
6
8

